erature which has socialism at its center, and is surrounded by communism, anarchism, labor theory, cooperation and similar concomitant subjects. With respect to such literature, this is a study of rare titles, their prices in the current market, and of leading library collections.
Through use of the sampling technique
an attempt is here made to present a generalized picture. As the first step, a list of 34 titles, all first editions, was compiled. To summarize the above:
2 titles were unlocated.
12 titles were located in from 1 to 5 libraries.
13 titles were located in from 6 to 10 libraries.
7 titles were located in from 11 to 17 libraries.
Of the 34 titles, 25% were reported by three or less libraries. "socialistica" can be found in the persistent appearance of doctoral dissertations on the subject, in the publication of articles in learned journals, and finally, in the writing of monographs by well-seasoned scholars.
Rather than lack of interest, it is the absence of plentiful opportunities to purchase which explains why some titles are seldom found. An examination of dealers' catalogs of the past ten years reveals that of the thirty-four titles, 12 were not found a single time, 7 were cataloged but once, and 10 either two or three times. The remaining 5 were cataloged from four to seven times. Obviously, a good deal of "socialistica" must be put down either as rare or scarce. can be recommended to most librarians.
There is competition enough to challenge the combative, and opportunity enough to sustain those who require occasional encouragement.
